
Reading Practice

Directions: Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

What do most people think of when they hear the word “mummy?” They would probably think of the

classic ancient Egyptian mummies, the most famous of which is that of Tutankhamun. Known as King

Tut, Tutankhamun ruled over Egypt over 3000 years ago and died at the age of 19. To preserve such a

body for the afterlife, his organs were removed and preservatives were applied to dehydrate the body

so that it would not decompose. Then, the body was wrapped with strips of linen with good luck

charms tucked in between the layers. Finally, the mummy was placed in a sarcophagus and entombed

along with daily objects to be used in the afterlife.

The word “mummy,” however, refers not only to the use of chemicals and wrapping; it applies

to any body that has been preserved by intentional or accidental means. The preserved body of a child

known as 'Juanita' was intentionally mummified. She was sacrificed 500 years ago and entombed in

the region now known as Peru in South America. Her body and many like hers were mummified by the

extremely cold and dry climate of  the Andes Mountains,  as  bacteria were not able to attack the

dehydrated flesh of the bodies.

Other mummies were accidentally preserved by the natural conditions present in the place of

burial.  A man who died in Egypt  5000 years ago who was not wrapped up has  been nicknamed

'Ginger' because of his light-coloured hair. His body was preserved unintentionally by burial in the

sand of a very hot, dry area, so his body dried up instead of decomposing. Otzi, a hunter who died

over 5000 years ago, was preserved where he fell by the ice and extreme cold of the Alps between

what is now known as Austria and Italy. Another famous mummy is the Tollund Man who lived over

6000 years ago in what is now Denmark. The Tollund Man was found in a peat bog lying peacefully on

his side as if he was asleep, although a leather rope was wrapped around his neck indicating he had

been hanged and buried intentionally. Peat bogs, areas of densely layered plant material, contain no

oxygen, which prevent bacteria from growing.

Thus, one can see that the word “mummy” refers not just to those bodies wrapped up in cloth.

A mummy is any body that has been preserved through the ages, either intentionally or accidentally.

Both intentionally and accidentally preserved mummies do share something in common, however.
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They have survived in conditions that are extremely cold, extremely dry, or without oxygen. Whether

chemicals were used or nature provided ideal conditions, these bodies did not decompose because

bacterial growth was inhibited. Even though they are thousands of year old, these bodies look more

like the people they once were than skeletons.

Comprehension Questions:

1. According to the passage, what does mummy refer to?

2. How were bodies preserved in ancient Egypt?

3. Why are extremely cold or dry and oxygen-free conditions ideal for preservation of bodies?

4. What caused the body of the Tollund Man to be preserved?

5. What are the differences between an Egyptian mummy and the Tollund Man?

Text taken from “Ultimate Guide for Grammar, Vocabulary, and Comprehension 6”
teacherkarizza.wordpress.com


